CHESTER

long time before becoming a Saxon town. The Walls, however,
survived in part, to be constantly rebuilt and repaired to defend
the city against the Celts of Strathclyde, the Welsh or, still
later, the Parliamentarian army. The Wall towers and the City
gates, some of which are still standing, are full of history and
legend. The Water Tower and Watergate are a reminder that
until the sixteenth century the tide came up to the Walls; the
Northgate has its stories of prisoners confined there, who
crossed the Bridge of Sighs to attend services in the Hospital
of St. John; - through the Pepper Gate the daughter of a
Mayor of Chester eloped with an armourer and her angry
father ordered the gate to be closed for ever; from the
Bridge Gate watch was kept for the marauding Welsh ; from
the Phoenix Tower King Charles watched the defeat of his
troops on Rowton Heath.

Chester's other defence, the Castle, was built by the
Conqueror on the site of Ethelflaeda's earlier stronghold and
consigned to the keeping of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester.
In consideration of its specially dangerous position as a Border
town Chester was created a County Palatine and until the
reign of Henry VIII its Earls held their own Parliaments.
After the line of Norman Earls became extinct in 1237, Chester
became an appanage of the eldest son of the reigning king.
The Castle, rebuilt in the thirteenth century, was the centre of
operations against Wales in the reign of Edward I and there in
1301 came the Welsh freeholders to do homage to their new
Prince of Wales. In 1399 Richard II was brought a prisoner
to the Castle and lodged over the Great Gateway. But the men
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